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     Courtney has been a faculty member at
CofC for 16 years. She received her
undergraduate degree from Mt Holyoke
College and her PhD from the Department
of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the
University of Connecticut. She also had post-
docs at the University of Tennessee Knoxville
and University of Maryland. Courtney is
broadly interested in plant ecology,
evolutionary ecology, mutation biology,
phenomics, invasive species, conservation
biology and quantitative approaches in
biology – and has active projects in all these
areas.
     Each summer she collaborates with two
other EVSS faculty Matt Rutter and Allan
Strand and project manager April Bisner on
a REEU (Research experience for
undergraduates funded by USDA) where
they have two collaborative projects per
summer. She also has a new project starting
this fall funded by NSF (again with
collaborators Matt Rutter, Allan Strand and
April Bisner) to develop a course-based
research experience in digital plant
phenomics. The science questions are about
the environment specific responses of single
gene mutations in ecologically and
agronomically important traits. The broader
goal is to increase access to research
experiences and opportunities for students
in plant phenotypic studies.

  Courtney is also working on a local
project on orchids, and has several

other collaborations with colleagues
in the department and across the
globe asking questions about how

organisms respond to environmental
variation. 

Courtney loves teaching
Environmental Biology and Plant

Ecology, and enjoys working closely
with students as their main advisor

or on their research committee. She
is currently collaborating with many

partners at 17 other schools on a
project called “unPAK”

(undergraduates phenotyping
Arabidopsis Knockouts). In this

project, students and faculty are
discovering phenotypic effects of

single gene mutations. She is also
working on an outreach project with

teachers at local public K-12 schools,
getting new technologies in the

hands of SC students.
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